Laboratory has been asked by superintendents and principals in several cities in California in classifying school pupils, with a view to the establishment of special classes for backward and defective children who seem to profit little from the regular class room instruction. This brief study will include fifty of the children who have been examined for this purpose, and who are taken as representative of the cases concerning which inquiries are made.
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The cities from which these cases are taken are Fresno, San Jose, Redwood City, and Palo Alto. In the first three cities named there are no special classes, but steps are being taken toward their establishment.
In Palo Alto there is a well organized "ungraded room" in which effort is being made to provide proper instruction for subnormal and otherwise exceptional children.
The children selected for examination and classification represent nearly all degrees of variability. The teachers were asked to select those who were backward in their school work, either because of apparent mental incapability or unwillingness to do the work of the regular class. In many cases children of superior ability have been examined, and from these certain interesting and important facts have been obtained. This particular study, however, will deal only with those considered by their teachers backward or subnormal.
The examinations were made by the use of the Stanford Revision of the Binet-Simon Measuring Scale of Intelligence, by Dr .74 These figures are in no way indicative of the relative amount of feeblemindedness among the school children of these cities, as many more normal, superior, and backward children were examined in each school than have been referred to in this study. There is strong indication, however, that special classes for exceptional children are of urgent need in all of these communities.
